NEPAL

THE little State of Nepal, situated in the mountainous
region of the Himalayas, including, as it does, Mount
Everest, towering 25,000 feet above the sea-level, is
slightly larger than England, namely, about 54,000
square miles. The kingdom is divided into four
Provinces, and is bounded on the north by Tibet,
by Sikkim and Bengal on the east, and by the
United Provinces in the south. Its mountains and
jungle abound in wild animals, whilst from its fertile
valleys come rice, hides and oil seeds. Its popula-
tion of 5,600,000 is chiefly Mongolian in origin, in
religion mainly Hindoo and Buddhist, and is domi-
nated by the virile Gurkhas. These five millions of
people depend almost entirely upon trade in and
through British India, to which they export annually
something like ^4,000,000 worth of agricultural
products. The capital, Katmandu, with a popu-
lation of 80,000, is situated in the wonderful valley
from which it takes its name, measuring 15 miles
long and over 20 miles wide, and noted for its
Buddhist shrines, which number over 2500.

The kingdom of Nepal has been in close and
friendly relationship with the British since the
signing of the Treaty of Segowlie, in 1815 ; indeed,
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